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ABOUT - ERCURY  &ISH

A FACTSHEET OF THE NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION'S CLEAN THE RAIN CAMPAIGN

I' SQUDCCRENHUSASTS WE PIACE GHEATVAILE IN CEAN
WATER GEAN AIR AND AN ENVIFONM ENTSARE FORWIDILIFE

5 NFRUNAELY MANY GFOURFAVCHE ASHING SPOTS AHE
CONAMINATED WTH A PER/ASIVE ENVIFONMENTALPCLUTANT

MEROURY

7 HATIS - ERCURY AND
7 HERE $OES IT#OME
&FOM

- EROURY IS A NATURALLY COOURBNG TOXIC
HEAVY METAL ( OAEVER HUMAN
ACTMITY HAS SGNIFCANTY INCREASED
MERCURY LEVELS IN THE ENVIFONMIENT
OVERT-E PASTSEVERLCENTURES # QAL
BURING POAERPIANTS WASTE
INCINERNTORS THATBURN MEFCURY
CONTAINING PRIDUCTS AND CHORNE
MANURCTUFEFS AFE HE MATDRSOURES
OFMERCURY EMISSIONS INTE 5 3 ! IL
OFFHESE SOURES EXCEPTPOMER
PLANTS AFE FEGUATED UNDERTE
#IEAN! IR CT

7 HY IS - ERCURY A
0 ROBLEM

/ NCE EMITED 1O HE AR MEROURY RALLS
TOHE EARH AND ACCUMUATES INTHE
TSSUES GFPECPIE AND WIDUFE 4HS
PROCESS BEGINS IN [AKES AND
WETANDS WHERE MEROWKY IS
TANSERVED INOMEHYIMEROURY A
HGHLY TOXIC FoRv HATIS TAKEN UP BY
SVAIL AQUATC CRGANISMS - EFROURY
THEN INCHEASES IN CONCENFRRTONWH
EACH SEEP UP HE FoCD CHAIN

I SAHESUT IARGE PHEDATORASH SUCH
ASWAIIEYE AND TROUTCAN HAVE
MERCURY [EVELS OVERCONE MILICN TMES
THATOFHE SURRDUNDING WATER )N TURN

& , )

PECPIE WHO CONSUME ASH WTH HGH
MERCURY [EVELS AHE ATRSK GFSEROUS
HEAITH PROBIEMS

- EROURY EXPCSURE CAN HARV THE
FUNCTON AND DEVEICPMENTOFHE
CENRALNER/QUS SYSEM / FGREEAEST
CONCERN IS EXPCEURE TO UNBCRN AND
YOUNG CHIDREN ( EAITH ERECTS INKED
TOPHENATALAND CHIDHOCD

MEHYIM ERCURY EXPOSURE INCIUDE
PRBIEMS WH IANGUAGE MEMCRY
ATENTON AND VISUALSKILS  )MPACTS
ON BIOOD PHESSURE HAVE AISOBEEN
CBSERED ASWEILAS INCHEASED RSKS
CFHEAR DISEASE IN MIDDIE AGE MEN

LT & # 2 #

INTHES5 3 ONEIN WOMENCF
CHIDBEARNG AGE HAS BIOCD
MERCURY [EVELS THATEXCEED HOSE
CONSDERED SAEEBY HES 3 9%®! KR
A DEVEICPING BABY 4HS AMOUNIS O
APPROXIMATELY BABIES BOR
EVERY YEARATRSK CFDEVEICPMENTAL
PRIBIEMS BECAUSE CFPHENATAL
MERCURY EXPCSUHE

- EROURY CAN AFECT HE HEAH AND
PCPUATONS CFRSH AND WIDIFE AS
WELL AS ITHARMS THEIRCENTRAL
NER/QUS AND REPRODUCTIVE SYSIEEMS
3PECES ATRSK FOM MEROURY
PQIUTON INCIUDE FSH EATNG BIRDS
AND MAMMALS )N ADDITON
PREDATCRY FSH SUCH AS WAIIEYE AHE
SUSCEPTBLE 1O ADVERSE FEPRCDUCTVE
EFECTS FROM EIEVATED MEROURY IEVELS
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( OW 7 IDESPREAD IS THE
- ERCURY O ROBLEM

I SCFEARY 5 3 SRESAND
"ERRIORES HAVE ISSUED FSH
CONSUMPTON ADMSCRES FORONE CR
MCHE SPECIES ASH BECAUSE OF
MERCURY CONAMINATCN

> SIAES HAMVE ISSUED SREWDE
ADMSCRES FORMERDURY IN FESHWATER
LAKES AND CRRVERS

> SIAES HAVE SRIEWDE
ADMSCRES FFRMEROURY IN THEIR
COASALWAERS

- EROURYISBY RRTHE MOSTCOMMON
POIUTRNT RGGERNG ASH CONSUMPTON
ADMSCRESINTE 5 3 AND HE SOCPE
OFHESE ADVISCRES HAS BEEN
INCREASING IN FECENTYEARS )N RACT
TE NUMBERCFSIES ISSUNG
MEFCURY ADVISCRES HAS INCREASED
PERCENTFROM o N
MEROURY ADVISCRES COVEROVER
MILLCN IAKE ACFES AND
RVERMILES 4ABIE  DISPIAYS HS
INFRVATON BY SE

- EROURY HAS AISO CONTAMINATED
MARNE FSH AND COMMERDIALRSH

A0 ADDHESS HESE RSKS 99! AND HE
&$! HAVE FECOMMENDED SPECIHC
CONSUMPTON UIMITS FERWCMEN AND
CHIDREN 3EE 4ABIE

4 ABLE
90! &$! - ERCURY &ISH
# ONSUM PTION ! DVISORY FOR
7 OMEN OF# HILDBEARNG ! GE
AND 9 OUNG # HILDREN
$ ONOTEATSHARK SWCHRDHSH
KING MACKEHREL ORTIEASH

YATUP O QOUINCESPER
CFA VARETY CFRSH AND
SHEIFSH HATARE IOV IN

MERURY INCIUDING SHRMP
LGHTCANNED TNNA SAIMON
AND PAIOCK

# HECK LOCALADVISORES FOR
INFORATON ON FECREATONALLY
CAUGHTASH )FNOADMICE IS
AVAIABIE EATUP O CUNCES
OFASH PERWEEK

40 REDUCE HE RSK CFMERCURY
BEXPCSUE AILANGIERS SHOUD GHECK
CURENTADMSCRY INFCRMATON WTH THE
SIATE DEPARMENIS CFHEAH BEFCHE
CONSUMING ANY HSH CAUGHTINS 3
WAERS

5 3 &ISH#ONSUMPTION ! DVISORES FOR- ERCURY




3PORIAHSHING ! N )NDUSTRY
4 HAT $ EPENDS ON 3 AFE
&ISH

3 PCRASHNG IS NOTJUSTA RECREATCNAL
PASTME )TIS AISOA MADRCCNRBUTCR
TO QURIOCALAND NATONALECONCMY )N
FACT MCHE PECPLE RSHED IASTYEAR
HAN PIAYED GOEFAND TENNIS
COMBINED

)\ THEESIMAED  MILION
PECPIEWHORSHED IN'HES 3
GENERNED NEARY BILION IN
AEVENLE 4ABIE  SHOAS THE SPECIHC
IMPACTHS ACIMTY HAS IN EACH SRE

N A NATONALPOIL CFHUNEFS
AND ANGIEFS BY " EIWEFHER2 ESEARCH
# ONSUING FOUND HATSPORSMEN

AFE EXFEMELY CONCERED ABCUT
MEROURY )N PARICUAR FE POL
FEVEAEED HAT  COFSPCRSMEN
WANTPOWERPIANTS TO SIGNIFCANTY
FEDUCE THEIRPOLUTON BY HE END CF
"HS DECADE

4HE 30WUTION ( OW #AN
7 E OROTECT OEOPLE AND
7 IIDUFE FFOM - ERCURY
O OUUTION

3PECHC SEPS CAN BE TAKEN ATTHE
IOCAL SARE AND FEDERALIEVELTO
EIMINAE MEROURY PALUTON ATHE
SOURCE

3 TATE - ONITORNG
O0ROGRAM S ARE
)NCONSISTENT

&ISH MERCURY [EVELS ARE MONITCHED
BY SRE AND RBALENVIFONMENTAL
AGENCEES 7 HIE HERE ARE FEDERAL
GUIDELNES ON TESTNG ASH AND

DEVEICPING ADMSCRES  THERE AHE
NO MANDATCRY REQUHREMENTS FER
EMHER ! SA RESUT MONCRNG AND
ADVISCRY PROGRAMS VARY
SIGNIFCANLY BEMEEN SRIEES 4HE
IACK CFADMSCRES  CRA SMAIL
NUMBER IN A GVEN SAE DOES NOT
NECESSARLY INDICATE THE ABSENCE
OFA MEROURY PREBIEM

> %IMINATE CRGHEATY REDUCE
INDUSRALMERCURY EMISSIONS  3OME
INDUSTRALSOURCES  SUCH AS CHORNE
MANURCTURERS CRWASTE INCINERATORS
CAN VIRUALLY EIMINAE HEIRMEROURY
EMISSONS BY EITHERSWTCHING TO
MERCURY FREE PROCESSES CRAEEMOMVING
MERCURY FOM THE INCINERRTCR
FEEDSTOCK  &CROHERSOURCES  SUCH
AS COALAHED POMERPIANTS SIRNGENT
EMISSON UMITS MUSTBE SETUSING
EXISTNG AUHCHTY UNDERTHE # IEAN! IR
I CT CROHERIEGISATON THATWCUD
ACHIEVE REDUCTONS ATA COMPARABIE
[EVELAND TMEFRAME

» %N\D THE MANUFACTUHE AND USE CF
MERCURY CONTAINING PRODUCTS

, EGSATON SHOUD BE PASSED ATHE
FEDERAL SARE AND IOCALIEVELTO
PHASE QUTHE SAIE OFMERCURY
CONTAINING PRIDUCTS INSTIUE
MERCURY FREE PURCHASING AND
MANDATE MANURACTUREERTAKE BACK FER
PRODUCTS THATARE STILLIN USE

» OFROMOE SAFE DISPCRALCFMEROURY
WASE - EFOURY IS FOUND IN DCZENS
OFHOUSEHAOD BUSINESS AND
INDUSIRALPRIDUCTS 40 PHEVENT
HAPHAZARD DISPORALOFHESE
PRODUCTS RESOURCES NEED TOBE
AIOCATED TOCOMMUNTES FER
COMPREHENSIVE MEROURY CAILECTON
AND RECYCQING FACILTES

> YNACTWATERQUALLTY STANDARDS THAT
ARE CONSISENTAND PROEECTVE CF
PECPLE AND WIDIFE - EFROURY
MONTORNG AND THE PROCESS THAT
AESUOS IN AFSH CONSUMPTON
ADMSCORES NEEDS TOBE IMPROVED IN
OERTO MCHE EFECTVELY REDUCE
MEROURY EXPCSURE FORPECPIE AND
WIDIIFE

&ISH ! DVISORES
5 NKNOWN TO - ANY
I NGLERS

7 HIE CONSUMPTON ADVISCRES ARE
ISSUED BY HEAIIH DEPARMENT TO
PROECT HE PCPUATON FROM ASH
CONAMINANTS  FESEARCH INDICAES
THATUNDERSIANDING CFAND

COMPUIANCE WTH ADVISCRES HAS
BEEN FARFRCM PERECT 2 ESEARCH IN
THE' HEAT, AKESIN HE MID S

FOUND THATONY ~ PERCENTCF HEAT
, AKES SPCR ASH CONSUMERS WERE
AWARE CFRSH ADVISCRES n HE RGURE
WASONY PERENTFERWOMEN
I MONGNCNWH'ES 'HE RGURE
DRRPPED O PERENT ! SIDY
AIONG THE 3AVANNAH 2 IVER
CONAMINATED WH MERCURY AND
RADIONUCIDES  FOUND THAT
PERCENT OFTHE ANGIERS THOUGHT HE
AFSHWEHRE SAFE TO EAT EVEN THOUGH
PERCENTHAD HEARD CFWARNINGS
ABCQUTHSH CONIAMINANTS 4HESE AND
OHERSIUDIES INDICATE HE NEED FER
HEATH DEPARMENTS TO MAKE GEEAER
EFERS TO R-EACH BOH ANGIERS AND
THE GENERALPCPUATON ABQUTHE
IMPORANCE CFRAIOMNG HSH
CONSUMPTON ADMSCRES
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4ABIE

. UMBERCF- EROURY'! DVISCRES
40AL, AKE! CEES AND 40AL2 IVER- IIES5 NDER
- EROURY! DMSCRY IN

4ABIE

. UMBERCF! NGERS AND 40RLY%<PENDITUHES &CR
&ISHNG BY 3'AE 7 HERE &ISHNG 40K 01ACE

Number of Anglers Total Expenditures
Total Resident Nonresident*
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